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June 11, 2001

7:00 p.m

PUBLI C MEETI NG

MS. M NKOFF: Ladies and gentlenen, if | can
have your attention, please. First of all, | want to
thank you all for com ng out and hel ping us do a very,
very inportant job for the State of Arizona. As you

know, we are blazing newtrails. This is the first

that redistricting in Arizona has been done by an

i ndependent citizens' commi ssion. |'m Andi M nkoff and
| amthe vice chair of the comm ssion. [|I'mfrom
Phoeni x, Arizona.

We are beginning the first of 23

meetings around the State. Qur purpose is to talk
little and listen a | ot because nostly we want to hear
from you.

Before we begin the program | just want
to give you a few logistics. First of all, there is a
sign-in sheet outside. 1Is it going around the roonf
Has everyone signed in? Okay. Geat. |If you haven't,
pl ease make sure you take care of that.

Al so, later on in the programwe very,

very much want to hear fromyou. And if you want to
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speak, we need you to fill out a yellow speaker's sheet
and give it to ne and then I will call on people in the

order that | have received these sheets. So if you

not filled one out, please, please do so. Can we get
sone from outside perhaps and bring them and pass them
around and you can pass theminto the center aisle and
we will have sonebody pick themup and give themto ne.

| want to introduce sone people to you.
Gve you a little bit of an idea of how the evening is
going to go and then we are going to turn it over to
you.

First of all, | nmentioned ny nane. | am
Andi M nkoff and | amthe vice chair of the comm ssion

We have some of our conm ssion staff people here with

tonight. Standing in the back, Jose Rivera, who's one

of the two attorneys who's working with us to make sure
that we do everything right and that we don't nake any

m st akes; legally at |east.

Qur Executive Director, who's the person
with the speaker sheets, Enrique Medina Ochoa, |oca
favorite son conme back to Yuma to see you all. And
Teresa Pudil o, who is one of our Qutreach Coordinators.

And finally the people who are going to
hel p us understand the nunbers and draw the Iines and

make it meani ngful to the people of the State of
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Arizona, the people from Nati onal Denographics
Cor poration, who are our consultants.
In the back, Marion Porch, who is from
Arizona -- from d endale -- and who's working with us.
And then our two experts from
California. What nakes them experts is that they are
fromout of state. Dr. Florence Adans and Dr. Al an
Hesl op. They have a presentation for you and then we

are going to open it up to your conments and once

if you wish to speak, please fill out a speaker sheet,
pass it towards the center aisle. We will pick themup
and we will call on you. Thank you very much

Dr. Heslop, Dr. Adans.
DR. HESLOP: Thank you.

MS. M NKOFF: | forgot one other thing.

asked to pl ease acknow edge the cooperation of |oca

Channel 73. They are doing a live tel ecast and they

al so doing a taped delay and it's a very, very

way of hel ping us get the nessage out to the people of
this area. Thank you.

DR. HESLOP: Thank you. Commi ssioner M nkoff
has said it exactly right. The purpose of this nmeeting
is to hear fromyou rather than what you hear from us

But to start it off, to make certain

we are all on the sanme page, the commi ssion has
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devel oped a short power point presentation, which

out some very basic things about redistricting. W
think this is a non-controversial presentation. But
just in case it's alittle bit controversial, maybe
soneone will dimthe |ights.

We are here to tal k about redistricting,
which is to do with the drawing of district lines. A

very inportant difference between this redistricting

previous redistricting -- not only in this state, but

el sewhere -- is that citizens are vitally involved in

this time. There are very few state redistricting

processes that involve citizens in the way that

will be involved in this redistricting process here in

Arizona. And | think all of us who are invol ved

that this is going to inprove the process, but it does
depend very nmuch on you.

As Comm ssioner M nkoff has said, there
will be 23 of these neetings. This is the first of the
nmeetings. So in a very real sense you are our guinea
pigs. We want to see whether this presentation works
for you. If it doesn't, we will inprove it for other
groups.

One of the things that we are anxious to
do is to have sonme of you -- those with a speci al

interest -- take an interest in the process by citizen
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kits. So if you count yourself one of these people who
want to play a special role in the redistricting
process, be sure that before you | eave this evening you
give us your nane and we will be certain to get you a
citizen kit.

So we are tal king about fairness. W

t al ki ng about making the process honestly represent the
needs of the people of Arizona. And what do we wish to
avoid? We wish to avoid gerrymanders. Yes, it is
pronounced "gerry". The original "gerry", the Governor
of Massachusetts, said his nane like that. But it
doesn't matter how you say it, what it's about is a
mani pul ati ve use of the redistricting process for
corrupt advant age.

Dirty politics has often been associ ated
with redistricting, certainly not in Arizona al one, but
in many states all around the country. And one of the

pur poses of Proposition 106 was to reduce

in this state.

So a word or two about gerrymanderi ng.
Here is sonething that if you are ny age, you have
probably forgotten you ever saw, but you saw it and if
you are perhaps 30, you will renmenber seeing it because
it's in every high school civics book in the country.

This is the original gerrymander drawn up in 1810 --
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1811 in Massachusetts when the Federalist party was
begi nning to | oose strength and they figured that naybe
by the manipul ation of district boundaries, they could
save a Federalist incunmbent. And that's what they did.

And the Boston G obe -- the cartooni st
fromthe newspaper drew it up, drew that district up
added sonme towns to meke it |ook like a very weird
creature, indeed, and that's the salamander. Now it's
the gerrymander. And all gerrymanders are about
basically the same thing. They involve an attenpt to
waste the votes of opponents to make your votes go
further and your opponent's votes count |ess.

One of the things that has not been said
about this gerrymander is that a little while later the
i ncumbent for whomthe district was drawn got def eat ed.

So one of the protections against old-style

was peopl e m sguessed; they didn't figure out the facts

about the district. But along conme conputers and al

a sudden, it's possible to be very much nore precise in
the corrupt mani pul ation of data for political purpose.

Coupl e of very quick illustrations.

is the first of them Suppose that you are the

party and you want to get nore seats than you know you
can get votes. In other words, you wi sh to waste the

votes of the opposition party.
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There are basically two techniques of
doing so. The first you see on the left is the
techni que of dilution. Perhaps there are enough
mnority party voters to constitute a mpjority in two
districts. What is the majority party going to do?
Well, the best thing to do is crack those
concentrations, split themso that there sinply aren't
enough people. Yes, you cut them anong four districts
and in each of those districts the minority party gets

maybe 30, 35, 40, even 45 percent of the vote, but

comes close to the 51 percent necessary. So all of
those votes are wast ed.

The alternative technique, if you can't
do that, is packing. You take the concentrations of
voters and you put themin as few districts as possible
so that the mnority party candidate wins with a huge
surplus of votes and again those votes are wasted.

Now, | can see sone people in this
audi ence who know all about this. [It's a very sinple
process, but it's a very unpl easant process too because
it nmeans that people at the end of the day don't get a
fair chance of getting representation

Let's go on, please. There are many

different kinds of gerrymanders, but another

that we need to be particularly sensitive to is the
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racial or ethnic gerrymander. Now what | am about to
say is going to offend literally everyone in this

audi ence. So | apologize in advance, but you are going
to hear the truth. The truth is that both politica
parties have used racial mnorities for their own
political purposes.

How does this work? Well, take a | ook

the left-hand side of the screen. There's a
concentration of Hi spanic votes sufficient, let's say,
to el ect an Hispanic representative, to create an
ethnically representative Hi spanic district. But what
do we know about contenporary Hi spanic voting behavior?
We know that they're disproportionately likely to vote
Denocrati c.

So if you concentrate Hispanics in that
district on the left, what have you effectively done?
You have wasted Denpcratic votes. So in many states

Denocrats, when in power, do not create the district

see on the left. Instead, they create the district

you see on the right. They run a corridor through the
area of Hispanic popul ation sufficient to pick up those
| oyal i st Denpcratic votes, but not sufficient -- not
sufficient to elect an Hispanic.

Now t hat makes the Denpbcrats sound

vill ai nous, doesn't it? \What about the Republicans?
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Well, Republicans have their own form of racial
gerrymander because perhaps they wouldn't be content
with the district on the left. They would pack even
nore Hi spanics into that district to waste even nore
Denocratic votes. Okay? Everyone get the picture? No
one is without guilt in this process.

Well, enough on gerrymanderi ng because

are putting that behind us, aren't we? So let's nove

on. Voters wanted to clean up this process; that's

that proposition that you voted for in this state |ast
year is all about. You created a new entity; the

I ndependent Redistricting Comm ssion. And that new
entity is responsible for |eading a new kind of
redistricting process.

The conm ssion, chaired by Steve Lynn,

a bipartisan conm ssion. Two Denocrats, two
Republicans. M. Lynn is an independent. This

comm ssion representative of different areas of the

state is -- and I can tell you this as | believe |I'm an
unbi ased observer; | have been watching the comm ssion
-- sincerely conmtted to leading this process in a

whol |y different direction and to fulfill the mandate

Proposition 106.
What does Proposition 106 say? Well, it

says that the districts for congress and the state
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| egi slature are going to be established not by the

| egi sl ature, but by the Independent Redistricting
Commi ssi on.

The first stage of the redistricting,
which is where we now are in this process, is the
creation of an equal population grid. Districts in
equal popul ation grid.

Proposition 106 sets out a number of
goals. Those goals are the rules by which the

comm ssion has to be guided in its work. There are

rules that were already on the rule book because they
are part of the federal |aw because they apply to
Arizona. And so the first of these rules that you can
see is that districts nmust conply with the U S.

Constitution and the U S. Voting Rights Act. Mbre

the Voting R ghts Act |ater on.

Congressional districts shall have equa
popul ation to the extent practicable, and practicable
means very equal indeed. And State |egislative
districts shall have equal population to the extent
practicabl e too.

Districts shall be geographically

and contiguous. That means their territories nust be

i nked, again to the extent practicable. Comunities

i nterest have to be respected. And a |ot nore about
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that this evening because basically these hearings have
to do with conmunity of interest.

To the extent practicable, district

shall use visible geographic features, city, town and

county boundaries and undivided census tracts. And

the lest of these is to the extent practicable,
conpetitive districts shall be favored where to do so
woul d create no significant detrinent to the other
goal s.

So those are the rules under which the
Redi stricting Comm ssion is functioning.

There is one rule of the old process

has gone out of the wi ndow, partisanship and
i ncumbency. The commission is told that party
regi stration and voting history data shall be excluded

fromthe initial phase of the mappi ng process. They

be used to test maps for conpliance with those other
goals. And the places of residence of incunmbents shal
not be considered in the process.

So let's go on. Obviously the reason

redistricting is the census. There are new nunbers.

April of 2001 the comm ssion got its nunbers. |If you
wonder ed why we have the schedul e we have, why this is

so tight, it has to do with the rel ease of the census
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The first thing to say about Arizona --
nost obvious thing -- is that Arizona has been grow ng.

Growi ng extrenely rapidly. Indeed, to go on, if we

here, we can see that some counties even exceed the
State's own enornously prolific growth.

So the comm ssion now has its nunbers.
What are its tasks? | have already briefly nentioned
them but et me nowget into themin alittle nore
detail .

Devel opment of districts in a grid-like

pattern. \What is a grid? Well, the conm ssion began

| ooking at different dictionary definitions of "grid".
They all enphasize sone kind of geonetric uniformty.
Squar eness was one of the principle aspects of the
dictionary definitions.

So we | ooked at sone of the grids that
ot her people were conmng up with and we di scovered that

a Phoeni x newspaper was already into the field with

grids that the newspaper didn't particularly like and

we took a |l ook at some of the grids that the Arizona
Republic condemmed. |'mnot going to get into the

details of these except to suggest that when you | ook

these -- and let's nove through themrapidly -- when

| ook at these, you can see that there are problenms with
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So let's say grids constitute quite a
probl em and we think that the conmm ssion has found an
i ngeni ous approach to the solution of this grid
problem So that's task number one; the creation of a
grid.

Task nunber two; public hearings. This
is the first of the 23 that we have. Wy do we want
public hearings? Well, the Independent Redistricting
Commi ssion is obliged by Proposition 106 to advertise
this draft map constituted around a grid and then to
hol d hearings on it and to get citizen input. And
that's precisely what we are doing.

We believe that citizens can make a big
contribution to this process. A Citizen Input Form has
been devel oped and | think everyone has a copy of the
Citizen Input Form If you don't have one, be sure to
rai se your hand and we will get you one. There is a
gentl eman in the back; a couple nore. Couple nore who
needs Citizen I nput Forns.

There are some questions on the Citizen
| nput Form but first we ask you to provide your nane,
address and tel ephone nunber. Wiy do we do this? It's
not a question of Big Brother trying to develop a data
base. It's sinply this: W w sh to conmunicate with
you. The conmi ssion will be responding to your
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queries. It will want to tell you what has been done
about those queries. So we ask you to provide your
personal information

Second question: Your mmjor concern.
What is your mmjor concern to see settled in this
redistricting process?

Question nunmber three: What boundary

lines? You can be as specific as you like. |Indeed,

nore specific you are, the better. What boundary I|ines
woul d you like to see used in your area? This area?
And not only what boundary lines would you like to see,
but why you would like to see them

Four: \hat areas, groups, neighborhoods
do you think should not be divided? Absolutely not be
di vided. What are those self-conscience conmunities of
interest that need to be protected; whose integrity
needs to be sheltered in this redistricting process?

And nunber five: \hat information --
what information other than the obvious would you |ike
us to take into account in draw ng boundary lines in
this area?

Now, if there is something else that you
want to tell us on that form please do so. And
remenmber, if you have a special interest in the design
of a district or lines on a map, be sure to let us know

CHRI STI NE ANNE HARRI NGTON
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and we will provide you with the materials to do that
with a citizen kit.

What can you do with this input forn®
Well, perhaps the best thing to do is conplete it here
and now and give it to us here and now. |If you want to
take nore time, you can conplete it and send it to the
comm ssion through the mail. And, finally, the

comm ssion has a website and you can access that

to make your input if you w sh.

What are we going to get out of these
Citizen Input Forms and citizen kits? W are going to
get Arizona units of representation. W are going to
get the ideas with regards to community of interest and
those other goals that are spelled out in Proposition
106 which will enable the conm ssion to adapt the draft
grid and to nmake of it a schene of really effective,
practical representation for all the people of Arizona.

We don't think that this is an

process. We think it's a practical process. W know
that it is a process that has to fit certain criteria,
certain rules. W nust above all make certain that we
comply with the federal mandates. Mndates with regard

to popul ation equality, the Voting Rights Act. W

-- the plan will not beconme law in Arizona. W cannot

make the plan fly wi thout conplying with those federa
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criteria and then those 106 requi rements, which |'ve
al ready spelled out.

So what is the schedul e here? Wll,

mont h the conm ssion voted to begin the devel opment of

the grid and we did so in a way to take away any kind

gquestion. The comm ssion acted by luck, by chance. It
was essentially a luck to decide the starting point for
the plan. Conm ssioner M nkoff can conmment on it in

nore detail, but ny perception was that no process

have possibly been any fairer than the one that was

to develop the starting point for the grid.

The commi ssion decided that rather than
re-inventing the wheel, that they would use the
geonetry, the geography of the state already in

exi stence. Arizona is divided into squares. It has

own political geometry. These are townships six mles
long, six mles wde.

The conmmi ssion decided to instruct its
consultant to devel op nmeans of aggregating these
townships in a fair, systematic way all across the
state. These townshi ps could be aggregated into

i ntermedi ate and then into super townships with the

of building the grid-like districts. These would be

basi c buil di ng bl ocks for the process.



25 Townshi ps do, indeed, provide a grid-
like
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pattern. But those townshi ps have to be adapted to the
ot her requi rement of Proposition 106; nanely, equa

popul ation. And the only source for equal popul ation

census geography. Census tracts are not geonetrically
uni form they are not squares. So if you are going to
adapt the township grid to census geography, there have
to be sone adjustnments and those adjustnents have, to a
consi derabl e extent, already been nade.

So the schedule then. First two steps
are already underway: The grid-like system public
hearings. Next: The devel opment of the plans, nore
public hearings, final plans and then because it's part
of the law, the final plans have to be submtted to the
United States Departnent of Justice for conpliance with
the Voting Rights Act.

In the distance you heard cl apping
because | didn't expect that anyone here would want to
clap. I'msorry to be so dull. But as you can see
it's a fairly conplicated process, but it is not so
conplicated that ordinary citizens, people |ike you and
I, can participate in it and that's what we would |ike
to do. And at this stage | amgoing to return the

m cr ophone to Commi ssi oner M nkoff for her noderation

t he proceedi ngs.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, Dr. Heslop, and
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1 will clap. Okay. A couple other bits of information
2 First of all, in case you didn't catch it fromthe
Power
3 Poi nt Presentation, | want to give you our website.
Qur
4 website is an interactive website; it changes daily.
5 And there is space on the website for you to contact us
6 and | eave any message that you would like and | will
7 tell you from experience already that those nessages
are
8 passed on to us. M E-mail box is full on a daily
basi s
9 readi ng coments from people around the State who are
10 concerned about what we are doing and how we are doing
11 it.
12 The website is www. azredistricting.org.
13 Pl ease visit it often; it does change regularly.
14 Secondly, if you want to contact the
15 comm ssion, let me give you our phone nunber. The
first
16 is the local phone nunber in Phoenix, which is area
code
17 602 364-1350. And we have a toll free nunber that
wor ks
18 t hr oughout the State of Arizona; that's 1-866-864-7569.
19 If you have any questions, any concerns, any conments,
20 you want to speak to any of us; please use those
nunber s

21 and give us a call
22 Secondly, | just wanted to enphasi ze one

23 point that Dr. Heslop made very, very clearly in his
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1 nothing else. It is a series of districts whose only

2 criterion is equal popul ation

3 The districts that we present to you as
a
4 draft map sonetinme towards the mddle or |ater part of
5 July are going to | ook very, very different fromthe
6 initial grid because before we devel op those -- that
7 prelimnary plan, we are going to take into
8 consideration all the other criteria that Dr. Heslop
9 mentioned and all of the input that you and the other
10 peopl e throughout Arizona give us at these neetings.
11 After that draft is prepared, we wl
12 present themto you and we will have a second round of
13 hearings that allows you to react to the draft before
we
14 deci de on a final plan
15 So that's our schedule. It's going to
be
16 a very, very busy schedule. None of us are taking very
17 many vacations this summer, but we are committed to
18 doing the very best job that we can do for you and for
19 all the people of Arizona.
_ 20 Now | want to thank you for your
patience
21 and | want to turn the neeting over to you. |If there

22 are any speaker sheets that | do not have, would you
23 pl ease pass themto the center aisle and let's get them
24 and | amgoing to call on you essentially just in the

25 order that | got them
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I would ask you to come up to the podium
and speak into the m crophone because this is being
recorded and we can't pick up your voice unless you
speak into the m crophone.

The first speaker slip that | have is
Ermla Jolley.

MS. JOLLEY: (Good evening. M nanme is Ermla
Jolley and "'mw th the Hi spanic Forum here in the Yuma
community. My concern is that Yuma County now is at
50.5 percent Hispanic votes in population. So that I
would like to see the entire county intact. And since
our concerns are predom nantly with the border
communities, | would like to see that the grid that you

propose consi der other border communities rather than

take in Mjave County because | think it's inportant

that we continue our relationship with our

Border. Thank you.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, Ms. Jolley. | would
like to point out to all of you who speak tonight that
your comments are not only being recorded, but they are
bei ng taken down by our consultants and they will be
presented to us in witten form So that we will not
| ose anything of what you are telling us here tonight.

The next speaker is Pete Young.

MR, YOUNG H . |I'mPete Young; | amretired
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and | have no agency. | have two questions. |
understood the other day that the five comm ssioners --
they picked four of them and then the four of them

pi cked the fifth one. |Is that true?

M5. M NKOFF: That's correct.

MR. YOUNG Why is that?

M5. M NKOFF: That's the way --

MR. JOSE RI VERA: You know, this is a public
comrent period. So you are really limted to what you
can say. Because we do not have --

MR, YOUNG WIIl | be given an answer to ny
question?

M5. M NKOFF: | think you have been given an
answer to your question in the materials that were

passed out to you this evening. There is a copy of

Proposition 106 in your folder and you will find it in
there. It's very clear.
MR, YOUNG  Ckay. | forgot what ny other

guestion was.

MS. M NKOFF: Okay, M. Young. Thank you.
And if -- you know, we gave you a lot of material and
" msure that you haven't had a chance to read it al
yet, but the answers to a |lot of your questions are in
there. And also on our website there are sone FAQ s --
sone frequently asked questions that will help you and
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our website is also available in English or in Spanish.

If you have a question, you know, you

give us coments, you can al so ask us questions on the
website and we will get back to you with the answer to
your questions.
The next speaker that | have is Bil
Barenholtz, is it? Did | even conme close?
MR. BARENHOLTZ: Sure.
MS. M NKOFF: Good.
MR. BARENHOLTZ: My nane is Bill Barenholtz.
Just a couple of things | would like to say. Wen |
first saw the original grid, it seens very fair. It
seens very reasonable. And | would just hope that you
fol ks would continue to -- as you go through this
process -- continue to be fair and reasonable to
everybody as again you go forward.
The Col orado River cuts off Arizona with
California and Nevada. | would strongly urge you to
consi der the Col orado River as the growth engine to
Arizona and forma district as it goes up the river to
hopefully take care of the river and protect Arizona's
nat ural resource because that is one resource that we
cannot afford to tanper with.
Also the final thing | would like to say
is there is a trenendous ampunt of illegal inmmgration
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As you know, we have people dying in the desert and
because of that, as you look at the initial grid, it
appears to nme that there are two districts that wll
cover the border, the southern border with Mexico. |
woul d strongly urge you to consider naking that three
districts; including all of Yuma County and then sone

part of Pima and -- well, Santa Cruz County and then

furthest county on the right.
This immgration problemis terrific and

we have to have sonebody in the United States

on a federal level that will look at this and try and
hel p these fol ks and stop all this illegal inmmgration

I want to thank you very nuch for your

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you for your remarks, M.
Barenholtz. Next slip that | have is from Ross Hieb.

MR. H EB: | have nothing to say at this

MS. M NKOFF: Well, thank you for filling

out anyway. GCee, and | thought we had so many. Sone

them are bl ank. The next one is fromWIIliam M chae
Sni t h.

MR. SM TH. Thank you for being here and
giving us an opportunity to take an initial |ook at the
grids and what you are doi ng here.

A coupl e of comments. For npbst of us
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this is the first time we have seen this and it's very
difficult to cone in and comrent on your work product
having seen it for just a few mnutes before we are
asked to comment on it. That doesn't nean it wasn't
avai |l abl e, but for nost of us this is the first time we
have had a chance to look at it.

So | would hope that we woul d have

opportunity to nake further coments and | assume we

on your website and at other neetings that we m ght
attend and just maybe you m ght conme back to Yuma. W
woul d | ove to have you again when we are further along

in the process and we have all had an opportunity to

alittle nore attention to what proposals you have.

One of the things that | have
consistently heard throughout the county and | suspect
it's due to the fact that Yuma County -- as sone people

think -- we are bit isol ated. | like to think we are

the m ddl e of everything; that we are the hub of the
wheel, so to speak. But we are in the southwest corner
and Yuma County is one of the original four territorial

counties and | suspect our forefathers divided the

even in those days in a fashion during territorial days
that represented the econom ¢ and popul ati on centers of
the state as they existed then.

In sone respects that hasn't changed
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much. It's just gotten bigger. And Yuma County has
been a -- even though we were split to sonme extent in

hal f, as it were, not in population, but in geography

what is left of Yuma County, the new Yuma County stil
mai ntai ns the basic historical ties throughout the
county. It's a highly urbanized county. Popul ation
areas probably only make up two or 300 thousand acres.
The rest is nostly federal and state |ands that are
sparsely popul ated, if popul ated at all

So those of us that exist here in the
county, all 140,000 or 150,000 of us, have a |ot of
cl ose econom c and social ties. W are a comunity
that's changing and in sone ways we have a | ot of
i mm grants, new citizens that we are very proud of. W
have a | ot of concerns along the border area. Problens
that are very simlar to many of the other border
counti es.

And |'m not sure yet what's the best way
to go with this, but |ooking at your initial draft at
| east as far as the congressional districts are
concerned, it appears that you are attenpting to split

-- or at least the initial grid -- is the split of

County. And if you |l ook at the map behind you, that
represents 95 percent of all the population in Yuma

County. You are splitting it right down the m ddl e and
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you are dividing our comrunity.
| oppose that. People | have spoke to

oppose it and | think nost of the coments you will

toni ght woul d oppose that. It will divide our

regardl ess of whether we are Republican or Denocrat.

will divide us in a way that | think will be very
detrinmental to the community and | would hope that that
factor woul d have some substantial bearing.

You will find that we don't have a whole
ot in conmon in many ways with sone of the other areas
that we are tied to in this initial grid. There are
many, many issues in comon with the other conmunities
that are a little further east along the Mexican Border
or the International Boundary, but they nay be too far
away to include and | guess that's okay if it can't be
done.

But | would ask you at |east to

consi der keeping Yuma County intact. \Whether you go
east or a little bit northeast or whether you go north.
However you go with it, | think you need not divide
probably the third nmost rapid growing area of the state
and a very closely-knit conmunity that's very urbanized
and splitting it in two.

It will have untold social and econom c

i npacts that | think far outweigh the necessity of
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getting this thing in a perfect square or grid. Thank
you.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you very much, M. Smth
The next slip that | have is from Robert Cannell

DR. CANNELL: 1'm Representative Robert
Cannell and it's nice to see you agai n.

M5. M NKOFF: Nice to see you and I'msorry |
m spronounced your nane.

DR. CANNELL: That's alright. | put ny nane
in just to make sure that all my thoughts were covered
and many of them al ready have been covered. | ama
State Representative at this point and first year. [I'm
just getting to learn my district, but | think there is
a natural -- for legislative districts -- a natural

community of interest between Yuma and La Paz County.

We go way back. | think there are many of the county
el ected officials interact well. | think probably you
will find out when you go to Lake Havasu how t he ot her

hal f feels, but there is a little bit of Mjave County
in our district that's been kind of separated out and
per haps don't |ike that situation

But froma state | evel we have a

that's conpetitive between Republican and Denocrat.
More of a bipartisan-type district and | would like to
see that stay to sone extent if possible.
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As far as congressional districts, you
know, our frustration has been trying to have nore of a

say in the election of a congressional candi date and

we do that. | think, the main issues that would affect
us again are border issues, but also agriculture is
i mportant. And we are already separated from La Paz
County in the congressional district. So | don't see
that as a problem for a congressional district, but I
thi nk you need to take the agricultural factor as wel
as our border issue factor when you make that
| egislative district. Thanks.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, Dr. Cannell. Next
slip is Lucy Shipp.

MS. SHI PP: Good evening. | am Lucy Shipp

do serve on the Yuma County Board of Supervisors, but I

want to enphasize for the record | am not authorized

this evening to speak for the Board. | am speaking
for myself. | would Iike to welcome you to Yuma and
t hank you so nuch for starting here. |It's really nice

to be on the list. So often we hear that the State is
going to have public hearings and they go to Phoeni x,

Tucson and Fl agstaff. So | would like to wel come you

Yuma and thank you for com ng

Il will summarize two short thoughts.

is: Please do not split Yuma County. | sawit's one
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the your criteria to honor city, town and county
boundaries. Please do not split Yuma County. W need
to be a whole; both legislatively and congressionally.

| concur with Dr. Cannell.

we are very confortable where we are with La Paz County
as a legislative district. But congressionally on the
federal level our issues are border issues. The issues
of NAFTA and trade and ports and the imr grant problem
and the cost of the imm grant problemboth in | aw
enforcenent and nmedi cal care and congressionally I
beli eve we are nuch stronger. W need the support of
our border comrunity counties and share their problens.
And | thank you very much

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, Ms. Shipp. The next
speaker slip that | have is Jones Osborn. M. Osborn.

MR. OSBORN: Thank you for hearing nme
tonight. | am Jones Gsborn, a registered voter in Yuma
County and a nmenber of the Yuma County Redistricting

Committee. But | am not speaking on behalf of the

Redi stricting Commi ssion tonight. | am speaking only
for mysel f.

Most of what | intended to say has
al ready been said. One is | hope that it will not be

necessary to split Yuma County. Yuma County now has

160, 028 residents, according to the 2000 Census.

CHRI STI NE ANNE HARRI NGTON



AZ CSR 50128



of

next

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31

very close to a legislative district. [It's short about

10,000. So I would think that Yuma and all our parts

La Paz would make a natural |egislative district.

As far as community of interest is
concerned, you have already heard -- and | am happy to
repeat -- our interests lie along the border. There is
the social econonmic interests of the enploynent, the
agriculture, the maquil adoras, the border crossing and
those problenms you've already heard about.

So we are confortable in our present
congressional district and we hope that it will not be
necessary to split us up in any fashion

Thank you very much

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, M. Osborn. The

slip | have is from Russ Jones.

MR, JONES: Hello. M nane is Russ Jones. |
live in Yuma, recently annexed, but | have ny place of
busi ness has al ways been down in San Luis and south
county.

My concerns -- and | was noticing your
presentati on about those two subjects -- packing and
dilution. And wouldn't want to dilute our emerging
Hi spani c population in this area, which splitting the
City of Yuma in half would do, or possibly packing by

concentrating our Indian popul ati on who we need to
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consider in the southern part of the way you are
proposi ng your redistrict.
I know that you are to be congratul ated

on your grids and the ingenious approach to taking --

dividing this with the benefit of nodern technol ogy and

computers, but | don't think you can do that in a

wi t hout taking into consideration the full context of
the history that an area has.

And | would contend that we are an
emerging, evolving comunity. Initially our interests
in common would be the Col orado River, water rights.
Water is gold and we have a lot of things in conmon
having to do with water, and our farmng is still 30 or
pl us percent of our economy in this area. And the
emer gi ng Hi spani c popul ation, particularly with
proximty to Mexico and maquil adoras and the growth and
the i ssues down there.

So | think you have to take both of

things into consideration. And the only way | differ
really fromsone of the others speakers is that you
shoul d maintain that continuity either along the

Col orado River or along the southern border because we
have both of those interests and it's a conmon interest
we have with those i mmedi ate areas and our voice then

woul d be a |l ot better or nore strongly heard, we feel
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i n Washi ngt on.
Thank you.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, M. Jones. | have
just one nore speaker slip. Before I call on that
i ndi vidual, | just wanted to make sure there is no one
el se. Two nore speakers. |Is there anyone el se who has
not filled one out? GCkay. Alright. Thank you.

The next speaker is Phil Townsend.

MR, TOANSEND: My nane is Phil Townsend and
am a resident of Yuma County. | also serve on the Yuma
County Redistricting Conmi ssion. So | can appreciate
what you have gone through to get to a starting point
and come up with a prelimnary rough draft.

Agai n, like nost everybody here tonight,

I would like to urge you not to split Yuma County.

County has al ways been kind of a stepchild of every
district that we have ever been in and we would like to
have a little larger voice than what we have had in the
past .

We have got a lot of diverse interests

Yuma County; not of which the least is agriculture.
This current first draft | noticed divides severa

irrigation districts and agricultural interests that

in Yuma County and dilutes their ability to have a

united voice as well as it divides the mnority
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interests of Yuma County. And | would urge you to take
that into consideration as you are doing your work
Water is our nost critical issue in Yum
and to keep as a voice that understands the Col orado
Ri ver issues would be very inportant to us.
So thank you very nuch
MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, M. Townsend. The
next slip that | have is from Enrique Castillo.
MR, CASTILLO. First of all, | would like to

wel cone you to Yuma, the greatest part of the state.

you haven't been here before, you have a lot to see yet
and | urge you to go drink a little water fromthe
Col orado because | guaranty you'll cone back

We would like to -- | think many of the
i ssues today have been addressed as far as the needs --
the agricultural needs, the water needs. | amhere to
deal with an issue that's very close and sensitive.
Since 1912 in Yuma County the Hispanic popul ati on has
never been represented. It is only in recent history

that we have begun to feel our muscle, our voting

bei ng exercised. And to split the county woul d
certainly push us back to 1912 and | don't think there
is an Hispanic in this community that would want to be
back there in 1912.

So | would urge you to please not split
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the county. You have seen the many issues that we have
at hand dealing frombusiness to agriculture to the
proximty of the river, La Paz County. But a big issue
that we have is that we have finally begun to feel that
we are represented both at the state -- |ocal and state
and federal |level and we sure would hate to | ose that
now.
Thank you.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, M. Castillo. Ckay.
Now | have just one nore speaker slip. Are there any
others? Alright. Thank you then. Monsignor O Keefe.

MONSI GNOR O KEEFE: Thank you very rmuch for
giving us the opportunity to address you tonight and to
listen with interest. M nane is Mnsignor O Keefe and
| amthe pastor of I mmacul ate Conception Church and I'm
al so one of the founding menmbers of the Yuma Interfaith
G oup.

And there was a very, very key conponent

that has been left out here tonight. W have two
mar vel ous Departnment of Defense installations. W do
not need themsplit. |If | |ooked at one of those
districts, | see that one is in one district and the
other would be in the other district. And | would
appeal to you to continue to | eave Yuma County as a

unit. And | think that the 10 or 15,000 that we need
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make that congressional district can be picked up
This community is com ng together. This
comrunity has made great strides. |[If you split us

again, it's going to do untold damage to the psyche of

| ot of people and especially to the energi ng Hi spanic
popul ati on.

So | would urge you consider those

and nost especially consider the two outstandi ng

Departnent installations that are key conponents for

security of this country.
Thank you very much

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you, Monsignor O Keefe.
Is there anyone el se who wi shes to speak? Well, let nme
just -- 1 want to thank you all, all of you who spoke
toni ght for your comrents. You were very clear, you
were very conci se, very easy for us to understand what
your concerns are. Those concerns have been recorded;

they will not be left in this room| can prom se you.

am only one commi ssioner. There is another neeting
goi ng on tonight in Lake Havasu City and anot her nmenber
of the comm ssion is there. | obviously cannot hear
what they are saying there and he cannot hear what you
are saying here and so our consultants are going to put
all of the input together and share it with us and

t hank you for making yours so clear, so concise and so
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easy to understand.
After we conplete the 23 neetings, we

will then be drawing draft districts for |egislative

congressional districts. And | really want to rem nd
you that the grids that some of you have seen, they are
not draft districts. Those are just groups of equa
popul ati on, townships and/or census tracts. That's it.
Not hi ng el se was taken into consideration in drawi ng up
those districts. And we recognize that changes have to
be made and your comments tonight |let us know what is
i mportant to Yuma County and that's very inportant to
us.

We will be drawing a draft plan for the
congressional districts and a draft plan for the
| egislative districts and those will be ready probably
sonetinme the mddle of August. If you want to keep
updat ed, please check our website. As we develop draft
maps, before we even approve the final draft, we are
going to have sone draft maps that are going to be
posted on our website. You will be able to | ook at
them You will be able to tell us whether that | ooks
good to you and why; or if it |ooks bad to you and why
and we really need your input. So sign onto that
website early and often and pl ease | ook at what we have

there and if draft maps are posted -- and obviously
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won't be for awhile because we are still collecting
i nput -- but please give us comments on those draft
maps.

After we adopt one draft plan for the
State for both congressional and legislative districts,
I want to rem nd you that we are going to be doing this

all over again. And at that point we really need you

get down to the nitty-gritty and to be very specific.
This line is drawn in the right place, this line is
drawn in the wong place. You have nmet the needs of
this community of interest, you have not net the needs
of this community of interest. And please cone back to

our second round of neetings and tell us whether we

done a real good job with our draft. Because if you
tell us we have done a real good job, that draft plan
may become a final plan. And if you tell us that we
m ssed sone things, then there is still tine to change
it before we adopt a final plan in August.

So, please, as they say in the Western
Uni on commerci als, keep in touch. Yes, sir.

MR, SM TH. Just by way of comrent -- and

is not intended as a criticism but nmaybe a suggestion
or an inquiry. On the draft maps that you produce, |
assune they will be simlar in -- something simlar to

what we are | ooking at here and you have the townships
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here. | know what your intent is in putting in sone

numbers as far as range and townshi ps so people can

easily follow where your lines are. |'mnot | ooking

specific |l egal descriptions, but at |east sone

by range and township that we normally see on a
gquadr angl e map or sonme | arger map that the governnent
puts out. So nost folks are familiar with those range

and townshi ps so that we can clearly see where the

are drawn.
That's all | have.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you.

MAYOR MARI LYN YOUNG. If you are concluded,
woul d |like to say again thank you for comng to Yuna.
We appreciate your effort on our behalf and we | ook
forward to seeing you again in July.

MS. M NKOFF: Thank you. We will be back.
Thank you for all for conming, really.

(The meeting was concluded at 8:05 p.m)
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I, CHRI STI NE ANNE HARRI NGTON, havi ng

duly appointed as official court reporter herein, do
hereby certify that the foregoi ng pages nunbered 1

t hrough 40 inclusive constitute a full, true and
accurate transcript of all proceedings had in the above

matter, all done to the best of nmy skill and ability.
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