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THE STATE OF ARl ZONA | NDEPENDENT REDI STRI CTl NG
COWM SSI ON convened in Public Session on June 13, 2001,
at 7:00 o'clock p.m at the Casa Gande Gty Council
Chanbers, 510 East Fl orence Boul evard, Casa G ande,

Arizona, in the presence of:

APPEARANCES:
VI CE CHAI RVAN ANDI M NKOFF
COW SSI ONER JAMES R, HUNTWORK
LI SA HAUSER, Conmi ssi on Counsel
FLORENCE ADAMS, NDC Consul t ant
RALPH ROSSUM NDC Consul t ant
AUGUSTA KNI GHT, CQutreach Staff
MYRA PARKER, Qutreach Staff
ALI CI A NI ETO JACOBS, Spanish Interpreter

LISA A NANCE, RPR, CCR, Court Reporter
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PRESENTATI ON BY VI CE CHAI RVAN ANDI

SPEAKERS FROM CALL TO THE PUBLI C:

Bob M tchell
Bob Lynch

Kent Tayl or
Frank Davi dson
Roger Hooper
Brett Benedict
Dor ot hy Powel |
Dora Vasquez
Dan Froet scher
Davi d Sni der
John Klein
Paul Preche
Ben Cruz

Ron Ki ngsbury
Ji m Hart degen
Jinmm e Kerr

Ki m Benedi ct

Eric Sonerville
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Phoeni x, Arizona
June 13, 2001
7:00 o' clock p.m

PROCEEDI NGS

(The followi ng is an excerpted transcri pt
fromthe public hearing containing only the public

comment portion of the evening.)

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK: Wil e the
equi prent i s being disassenbled here, let nme say one
nore word about the grid, then hopefully we can | eave
t hat subj ect.

Qur consultants advi sed us or suggested to
us early on we m ght consider putting off publishing
this grid until after we had a chance to hold these
heari ngs and receive further input regarding communities
of interest and other factors. And sone of the nmenbers
of the Conm ssion thought that was a good idea.

However, we were advised by our |egal counsel that was
not consistent with Proposition 106 which clearly states
we start by creating the grid and then take these other
factors into consideration. So that is exactly what we
di d.

In fact, the process was we created the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

rules for creating the grid, then delegated it to our
consultants to actually translate it into a grid
pattern. And they presented it to us at a neeting. W
saw it at the sane tine as the public. 1t was generated
pursuant to rules. W had no real idea what it was
going to do when it was superinposed on the geography of
the State of Arizona other than it would conmply with our
rules and conply with the technical requirenments of
Proposition 106.

If you are aware of the grid and if
di ssatisfied with it, you are, of course, free to
conplain about it. | don't nmean to di scourage you from
doing it. But the input we really need to nove forward
fromthis point is for you to tell us what you do want,
not what is wong with the grid. So with that [ast word
on that subject, I think we're done tal king and the next
phase of this neeting, in fact the bal ance of the
nmeeting, | hope, will be devoted to you giving an
opportunity to give us input.

The first speaker, presentation, on this
list, is Bob Mtchel

Bob, maybe you coul d introduce the
foll owi ng people as you go through the presentation

Ch, yes. Wen each of you speak, would

you pl ease state your nane and spell it for our court



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

reporter.

MR, M TCHELL: Bob Mtchell, B OB, like
the ballpark, MI T CHEL L.

The gentleman to follow ne is Bob Lynch
Bob will do nore of the technical part of the thing.
hope to present a couple things.

One I'd like to present to you, hope to
present to you, is what we feel our comunity, conmunity
of interest is, as well as what we'd like to see with
regard to boundari es.

Bob will present nore of the technica
presentation as far as boundari es.

First, we welcone you to Casa G ande and
thank all the people this evening participating.

Ten years ago we thought we'd get involved
in the process, created a map, presented it to the
Legislature. Not only did the Legislature not consider
it, we became the poster child for gerrymandering in the
State of Arizona.

If you look at the city, you'd agree with
us.

This is what our message is tonight:

As districts are being forned, we'd first
like to request the Gty of Casa G ande remmi n whol e.

t hi nk, again, as nmentioned, this was not done previously
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7
and created a great deal of ill feelings and feelings we
have not been adequately represented.

Qur second wish is we keep Western Pina
County whole. In the best of all worlds we'd have the
entire county kept whol e.

At the Arizona League of Cities Executive
Meeting | ast Friday M. Lynn presented to us much of
what we saw this evening and asked us to do what you
asked us to do, that is describe our communities. |
t hi nk probably nore than nost counties in Arizona, Pina
County is a county of a community. Each speaker will
conme up and tell you an el enent of our conmunity.

W' ve established great working
rel ati onshi ps throughout our county, community. W'd
like to share with you the broad scope of sone of those.
Each of the individuals that follows nme, they'll be nore
i n-dept h.

Just to give you an exanple of Pina
County and the rel ationship that Casa G ande has, we're
a city, as you know, of about 26,000 people. W have a
shoppi ng base of sonewhere between 85,000 and 90, 000
people. To illustrate that, we are a regiona
shopping area. There are not too many cities the size
of Casa Grande that have a Honme Depot. That's sharp

ranking in Casa Grande. That tells you it's a regiona



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

hub.

The Chanber will talk nore about
regi onal i sm chanber goals, and representation

Several years ago the governnents in Pina
County formed the Pinal County Regional Alliance. It's
made up of six cities and the community college. The
alliance was fornmed to act as a comunity for issues
that affect Pinal County. | don't know too many
counti es that have ever got together and formed an
alliance such as this. W've done it, didit, primarily
for water. Again, as on redistricting, there are a | ot
of areas of concern to us.

As you know, Pinal County is the third
| argest conmunity, or county, in Arizona and is
sandw ched between the Tucson and Phoeni x Metro areas
whi ch have been growi ng by | eaps and bounds and spilled
over to Pinal County.

There are a lot of things, a lot of
cities, transition cities, transitioning to a
metropolitan area still that should not be part of
Phoeni x or Tucson.

Econoni ¢ devel opment efforts have been
done primarily for a regional effort. W feel there's a
ot of nerit for it to be done on a regional basis,

doing it way before it's fashionable on a nationa
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basi s.

Water is another issue that really binds
us together. W have, Pinal County is a county that has
its own active water managenent area. And all the
cities and entities in Pinal County have to share 60, 000
feet of recharged water in this area this year. Water
beconmes a very critical issue to us.

Al the cities and counties in Pina
county have |ike issues.

Agai n, because there are two najor growh
areas, we're starting to see an awful ot of inpact on
water. Mre will be said on water as we go through the
eveni ng.

The issues |I've just nmentioned are just as
broad. Again, |I don't want to say a | ot because the
nore in-depth will cone.

Again, | want to thank you on behal f of
the City for taking the time and willingness to serve
Arizona. It's not an easy task, as | listen to the
thi ngs you are doing and the tinme you are putting into
t hi s.

More inmportantly, | thank you for giving
us the opportunity this evening for giving you input.
This is truly, | think, a step in the right

di rection.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

And with that, I'Il let Bob talk to you
about the kind of districts we'd |like to have.

Bob.

MR, LYNCH  Good evening. As Bob said,
nmy nane is Bob Lynch, B O B, Lynch, as in hang by the
neck.

I"man attorney in Phoenix, here on behalf
of the City of Casa Grande. Essentially I'ma technica
witness to try to explain to you the map | just
di stri buted.

After the presentation, 1'll |eave the
remai ni ng copies | have for those that nmight w sh them
thi s evening.

Behind us is a drawi ng done by ny daughter
and three other summer legal interns in ny office which
nore or |l ess represents our proposal to you. And we did
it inthis larger form | think, primarily so the
audi ence woul d be able to followalong. I'msorry it's
alittle tilted, but we're amateurs at this.

In any event, the nmap depicts Pina
county. It depicts the Indian conmunities partially or
whol Iy within Pinal County. Pinal County is outlined in
green. Indian conmmunities are outlined in orange.

The proposal we're suggesting to the

Conmi ssion tonight is outlined in blue. And it is
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11
essentially the entire county except for the portion of
it that is in the San Carl os |Indian Reservation, the
portion in the northeast, the portion in the Southwest
that is a portion of the Tohono O odham I ndi an
Reservation, and a portion in the upper northeast which
is now currently, let's say, District Four

Let me reference the map that | presented
to the Conm ssion

This map, in addition, indicates the
Census tracts. And you will see they are nunbered, as
we have nunbered them And the popul ation figures from
the 2000 Census are indicated on the right. The ones in
italics indicate the popul ati ons of the excluded areas.
And you'll see we've included two Census tracts in
Mari copa County, those being two Census tracts that are
portions of the Gla River Indian Conmunity.

W started fromthe prem se that the
I ndi an conmunities were communities of interest
t hensel ves and woul d be kept whole in any design that
you woul d conme up with under prevailing law. And we
attenpted to fit this proposal to the Voting Ri ghts Act
as we understand it, and the concept of comunities of
i nterest.

The popul ati on of Pinal County is just

slightly under 180,000. The proposal before you is
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172,551, slightly over your target of 171,000 but within
one percent of your target. As you can see, it is
vi sual Iy conpact and contiguous, and as you wll hear
and already heard from M. Mtchell and will hear from
others, areas with it, virtually all communities of
interest are represented in District Seven. Geographic
features, communities of interest are represented and
i ncl uded, and no Census tract is divided by this
pr oposal

W& have not taken into account party
regi stration and have not taken into account incunbent
resi dence. W have not taken into account party
registration that mght inpact into a grid.

Pi nal County would be divided into five
Legislative Districts. A portion of the current
District Four is |lessened. It stabs into heart of the
City of Casa Grande, as you know, and it essentially
retreats into the area of Northeast Pinal it currently
represents. District 11 is in Pinal County, the Tohono
O odham Reservation, which it represents. W kept that
area for the obvious purpose it is part of the
reservation. District 12 in south central is absorbed.
District 11 is absorbed by this district again with the
i dea of maki ng Pinal as whole as possible. District

Seven is expanded in Pinal County and | essened in
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Mari copa County withdrawing fromthe far eastern part of
Mari copa County.

According to the 2000 Census, the current
District Seven has 50.3 percent minority popul ation
Thi s proposal has 41 percent. As Ms. M nkoff nmentioned,
there is the dilution factor the Departnment of Justice
takes into consideration. W believe that's satisfied
by the overall factor when you take into account the
| arge growt h in Southern Maricopa County and Sout hern
Mari copa County's conpatible classification as a
mnority classification district and that the overal
pattern will be the antidilution factor the Justice
Depart ment applies.

That's the end of ny presentation

And | believe Ken Taylor is schedul ed up
next .

MR TAYLOR: Hello. 1'mKen Taylor from
the Greater Casa G ande Chanber of Commerce. And from
Proposition 106, we were supporters of this and it's
goal s.

Thank you for taking your time to stop
here and hear our views.

As you know, Casa G ande was adversely
affected in the last redistricting. Casa Gande was a

prime exanple of redistricting gone bad in our view
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The map we' ve shown tonight we believe is an accurate
description of a true description of what could be. W
identified follow ng the proposed redistricting map.

Econonmic trading areas lie within the
district and have been maintained within the proposal.
Touri sm has been highlighted in areas within the
district.

As existing, with the small districts,
tourismcurrently suffers in the area. It has a current
i npact on businesses that we all be playing by the sane
rules. There are inportant business issues, such as
grow h, water, governnent regulation, quality of life,
enpl oynment, all are simlar throughout Casa G ande and
Pi nal County.

In conclusion, the | arger question
remai ns: Should communities such as Casa G ande be
split into pieces to make a Legislative or Congressional
District? Ooviously the answer is no.

VWhat we're proposing and you're seeing
this eveni ng keeps Casa G ande whol e and nost of Pinal
County. That is our goal in developing this proposal
and should be yours when the final maps are drawn.

Taylor, TAYL OR

VR, DAVI DSON:  Frank Davi dson,

DAVI DSON
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' m superintendent of the Casa G ande
El ementary District here in Casa Grande. W have 10
school s, approximtely 5,010 students, for nine square
mles.

| have been follow ng the redistricting
process very closely. | was one of the 311 individuals
that applied for the Conm ssion and one of the
i ndividuals selected to be a finalist for one of the
Conmi ssion posts. | had the good fortune to interview
and greater fortune to be excluded fromfurther
consi derati on.

Congratul ations, Andi. You are doing a
great job.

My role here this evening is to speak to
you in support of the proposal shared with you to keep
Casa Grande, Western Pinal County, and Eastern Pina
County whole. As one of ny roles as superintendent, |'m
i nvol ved in the Pinal County Association, and
superintendent throughout Pinal County, we neet
regul arly each nonth and identify issues, chall enges we
all face, devel op common sol utions that we inpl enent
t oget her.

| can assure you, throughout Pinal County,
school districts see thenselves as a comunity of

interest. W work together trying to overcone
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chal | enges and share a nunber of interests. W work
together to coordinate training for teachers across the
districts. W work together to coll aborate on grants.
We pursue a nunber of interests together. And we
devel op a conmon | egi sl ati ve agenda with all schoo
districts across the county.

W& wor k extensively, school districts, on
all school projects. |It's evident throughout the work
t hroughout years that the chall enges, social problens
school s face throughout the county and efforts
undertaken to address problens are very nmuch in comon
with one anot her.

| first came to Pinal County in 1982. |
came to Casa Grande 10 later. Wsat happened in Pina
County, or Casa Grande 10 years ago, | certainly hope
not is repeated in the new redistricting. | hope the
Commission will find it possible to support a plan
simlar to that proposed and be able to keep Pina
County whol e.

Thank you very much for all the tine,
effort, enornous effort before you. And | wi sh you the
best of [ uck.

Thank you.

(A brief recess recess was held for

techni cal adjustnents.)
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MR, HOOPER |'m Roger Hooper, RO G E R
HOOPER athird generation farmer in Pinal County.

Thank you very much for coming tonight to
hear Pinal County's concerns and Casa G ande concerns.

I"m President of the Arizona Cotton
G owers Cooperation and would like talk to you about
agriculture and its very -- its uniqueness in Pina
County and the fact we believe agriculture and the
communi ti es of Casa Grande, Coolidge, the surrounding
communities will remain agricultural for many years even
t hough transitioning to urban agriculture, |ivestock
And we think conpactness of districts is very inportant
to continue the concise devel opnent of agriculture in
Pi nal County and Casa Grande. And the fact we right now
are the largest enployer for the county -- for Pina
County, we believe Pinal County should continue to stay
conpact .

I think the grid lines you' ve shown on
your maps on the website work very well, denonstrate
Pi nal County. And maps we've shown you tonight fal
into that county.

Pi nal shoul d be whole, not split into five
legislative districts like it has in the past and three
congressional districts like it has been in the past.

We think Pinal County should be a unique
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district in the state sinply fromthe fact we stil
carry the four Cs Arizona was founded on, cotton
copper, corn and cattle.

W'd like to see Pinal County kept in one
district.

W'd |ike to see soneone el se fromthe
Cattl e and Feeders Association that would like to speak
to you.

Thank you very much.

My nane is Brett Benedict, BRET T,
BENEDI CT.

My famly has had a feed lot in this
county since 1954. W have farmed all throughout the
county, Coolidge, Gla Independent Reservation, and the
Mari copa and Stanfield areas.

Al of us in agriculture think of Pinal as
a conmunity. A big piece of evidence is sone of the
associ ations we forned, for instance the Casa G ande
Cotton Wves, they cone fromall over the county.

Anot her exanple, just outside of that, the Casa G ande
Hi storical Society, we try to include the whole county
as a conmunity.

As Roger started to point out, we in
agriculture are facing a transition fromagricultura

areas to urban areas. | think especially those of us in
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agriculture would like, I think those of us that have
been here would Iike to make that transition and the
deci sions about that transition for ourselves rather
than have them i nposed fromothers on the outside. And
for lots of us reasons that others will discuss, decide
about agriculture in Pinal County as a whole.

And | get the honor to call up Dorothy
Powel | to tal k next.

M5. PONELL: That's greetings to you
menbers of the Independent Redistricting Comm ssion, and
congratul ati ons on being two out of over 300 applicants.
I think those are very good nunmbers. And we al so
appreci ate your comng to talk to us tonight.

I am happy to speak for our
chronol ogi cal ly gifted peopl e.

| wanted to say that I amon the Board for
the Area Agency on Aging. | have been off and on for
some 30 years on the Board for Desert Valley Care
Center, Hospice, the Central Arizona Coll ege Foundation
and an active participant in our Senior Adult Center
here. Qur rallying call is on this button I'm weari ng:
"Aging, if it isn't your issue, it will be."

So | represent all of us here tonight,
because we are all choosing to be aging.

Seni or adults have the record of being the
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nmost active in voting. | think any election is well
worth recruiting senior adults, because we take our
responsibilities very seriously. W like to know our
candi dat es.

It's very difficult and has been
frustrating this last 10 years not to know our
candi dates and to have them not understand a |ot of our
| ocal needs here.

As a nenber of our Governor's Advisory
Council on Aging, we have a Legislative Coordinating
Conmittee. And we are advised, "Meet your |egislators.
Take themout for a cup of coffee. Invite themto your
center."” Wen we have one who is living -- three who
are living several hundred mles away, this is alittle
difficult to get the personal touches we need.

We have health care, prescription drug
coverage, transportation, housing are sone of our
concerns. And there are fromone-fourth to one-fifth of
the people in Pinal County who are 60 years of age and
older. So we have commpn concerns.

W -- | was a nmenber 10 years ago of the
| ocal committee that went in to protest before the
Legi sl ature the division, how we were divided up. It
was a frustrating experience and we have suffered for 10

years.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

W think it is time to turn things around.

We are delighted that this is your charge
right now W wanted to invite you to visit us right
now. This is nore than sone of our |egislators can do.

W& woul d be happy to help you in any way.

And again, we will say: Aging, if it's
not your issue now, it wll be.

So we represent a |l ot of good people who
will be glad to visit with you about further concerns.
Thank you.

And it's Powell, P OWE L L, Dorothy
Powel | .

MS. VASQUEZ: (Good evening. M nane is
Dora Vasquez, VA S QUE Z

| ama former resident of Casa Grande. |
recently nmoved to Peori a.

I was on the Board in Casa Grande for the
NAACP for Pinal County. [I'mChair of the Arizona Cvil
Ri ghts Advi sory Board

I want to commend the Board, the nenbers,
for hol ding several neetings and appreciating the needs
and concerns for all the people's needs.

| believe these public neetings are
premat ure and shoul d have occurred, have public

nmeetings, be looking at grids, when there's been nore
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opportunity for study.

Currently there is extreme mnority
retrogression. W currently have seven
majority-mnority districts. Wth the grid as it
stands, it appears we're down to five. It does not make
sense as the Hispanic conmunity has grown, per the
Census data, appears to have gone up to eight or ten
W& have concerns in that area. |'m speaking statew de
here.

It appears, there's an indication, it
appears there's mnority dilution in a couple districts,
22, 23, inthe initial grid proposed, which is a
violation of the act of 1992 in Arizona. Indian
reservations, Indian comunities nmust be intact as one.
You addressed that.

It appears that there -- | don't know how
to say this. In the congressional map, it appears one
I i ne accomodat es a Congressi onal Congressman where one
Congressional District barely m sses a Congressman in
anot her Congressional District. |If that's coincidence,
it's very surprising and coi nci dent al

These are based on total popul ati on Census
counts, not voting population. |If they are districts as
t he way proposed, they further dilute, because the

voting population is not considered in the grids.
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As for Pinal County, |I'm happy to see it
in one district.

| believe District Eight, according to the
nunbers, legislative districting nunbers | received from
your office, that is good for mnorities here in Pina
County. It gives a stronger voice to work together. |
appreci ate that very much. Thank you.

MR, FRCETSCHER My nane is Dani el
Froetscher, FROETSCHER Geater Casa Gande
Econoni ¢ Organi zati on.

If I could, 1'd beg the Conmi ssion's
perm ssion, we had a disjointed package of presenters.
Dora was not one of our presenters. Councilnmn Mtchel
was with the CGty; Bob Lynch was for the Chanber, Bob
Lynch; Kent Tayl or; Frank Davi dson; Roger Hooper; Brett
Benedi ct; and our Senior Stateswonan, Dorothy Powell,
are part of the consortium of groups and organizations.
W& want to make sure you understand our united front
i nvol vi ng our request Casa G ande, the Geater Casa
Grande proposal, is also part of that group

| also, on behalf of our organization
t hank you for com ng down to share our thoughts w th us
this evening. The Greater Casa G ande Econom c
Organi zation is a Regional Organization conprised of

menbers, manufacturers, businesses, and three
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conmuni ties, Coolidge, Eloy, Casa Grande. Pinal County
itself is a nenber.

Qur mssion is to hel p enhance the
econom c vitality and retention of existing businesses.
You in the presentati on asked not rather what we don't
want to see but what we do want. | think we proposed
the district boundary map you see before you this
evening. You see it's fairly geographically conpact,
conti guous, one of the goals of your Comm ssion; it
foll ows geographic features; neets the litmus test; the
popul ation at this point you defined; and probably nost
i nportantly, respects comunities of interest.

Council man Mtchell in his coments used
the termtransition conmunities in describing the
Western Pinal conmunity. W heard froma variety of the
conmuni ty busi ness sections, the Chanber, the
agricultural conmmunity, you're hearing now fromthe
manuf acturing community, retail is here. There are
community representatives fromEl oy, representatives
from Cool i dge, representatives from Casa G ande
representatives fromthe Maricopa Stanfield area. We'd
ask you to nmeet your mission fairly and honestly in
representing all parts of the state. Gve the map
behind ne fair consideration, or one approxi mately close

toit. W in the community share common goal s, share
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common concerns. W propose this so we can acquire a
fair opportunity and the representati on we desire.

Thank you for your tine.

Good eveni ng.

MR SNIDER: My nane is David Snider
SNI DER

| amcurrently the Chair of the Pina
County Water Augnentation Authority, the Vice Chair of
the Pinal Active Managenent Water User Advisory Council,
and happen to be a Menber of the Pinal Wter
Augnent ati on Governor's Managenment Conmi ssion.

| do want to thank you for your tine and
energies this evening. One of ny other incarnations is
| sit on the school board and have redistricted a
nunber of times. And it's not an easy task. And yours
is not one | envy at all. You have a nonmentous task in
front of you. And thank you for making us a part of
this historic endeavor.

Water is clearly a conmunity of interest.
The Pi nal Augnentati on Managenment area enconpasses nuch
of Western Pinal County. 1In fact, if you |look at the
map we are submitting, it is over two-thirds of that
particul ar map.

Water is an econom c devel oprment driver.

It is-- it is a public resource which is closely
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managed. And it is something which underlies nost of
Pinal County and is part of that. What affects one
affects us all. So it is sonething that we have cone
together to nmonitor and to act upon and, in fact, the
Pi nal County Governmental Alliance M. Mtchell referred
toin his remarks is very active on not only a state
| evel but federal level in terms of trying to affect
| egi slation dealing with water resources, the water
resource particular to the Pinal comunity.

It is also, as has been said, a managenent
tool and part of our future. Qur future economc, in
our econom c future, there will never be nore irrigated
agriculture than there is at present. Qur job is to
nmove fromagriculture to residential and comercial. As
urbani zation takes skill, it takes representation, both
at the state, federal level, and it needs to understand
the pressures and needs of that. For that reason, we
support a district that not only keeps Casa G ande
whol e, keeps Pinal County as nuch as possi bl e whol e as
well. And that speaks to both federal and state |evels.

W& have been well-served by a nunber of
representatives and senators during the past 10 years
with the district setups that we have. However, we
think that we would like to have a district that wll

strengthen the ability of those senators and those
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representatives at a state and federal |evel to sharpen
their focus and give themthe ability to be nore
effective, certainly, on our behalf and as well as when
they craft public policy for the state and country.

Having said all of that, we thank you for
your comng. W hope we have presented you with a
solution rather than a conplaint. W hope that we have
been able to provide you with a clear sense of a Pina
community that is only going to get bigger and nore
sophi sticated as we nove into the 21st century.

Thank you very much for your tinme.

COW SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you. That
is the end of the group presentation

W have quite a nunber of additiona
speaker requests here we'll select in random order and
gi ve everyone an opportunity to be heard.

John Kl ein.

MR, KLEIN. Good evening. M name is John
Klein, KL EIl N

I"mhere tonight just to share a few
t houghts with you. M/ present position, |I'm president
of the Central Arizona College. Qur district is
cotermnous with the Pinal County lines.

Sonme of the things you already heard

tonight certainly strike hone. | want to speak to
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somet hi ng Dorothy Powell had nmentioned, and that is
per haps maybe a | ack of representation. M role for the
past 14 years, |'ve worked with the |egislators, and
particularly after the 1990 change, which probably
rem nds me of an old-tiner saying, "Don't let the foxes
guard the chicken house.” W have 18 representatives in
Pi nal County. 12 do a good job. The rest I'mnot sure
about. For the western part of the county, three
legislators live in Sun City. Only one has been in this
county, to ny know edge, twice. Qhers, when |'ve net
with themin their office, indicate "That's nice; those
folks don't elect me in Pinal County.” So they've not
made a presence here.

It's true, District 21 represents the
northern corner of Apache Junction. Those fol ks
represent the East Valley area. If we are on different
sides, we do not cone out wi nning. Those things are not
a conmmunity of interest as you have heard from ot her
peopl e testify.

You' ve got very good people fromDi strict
Four, but they live in Show Low, Snowflake. That's
their hone. That's their community of interest. Yet
when | trace the line down the river bank down through
Coolidge, it waps in not all Casa Grande but bifurcates

Casa Grande. You don't have to be a rocket scientist.
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It can be done probably with intent and be acconplished
with an objective. Pinal County does not have any
chanpions to represent it.

Many tines on issues we wi nd up bounci ng
of f not only those, bouncing off people where their honme
is but certainly Tucson is.

VWhat do we want? Water. Another issue,
transportation. Certainly education, and other kinds of
servi ces.

This is a growing community. There are
three mai n canpuses, three nore educational canpuses in
three processes we're | ooking at planning for 2010,

2020. We're going to grow. W have to have Legislative
support to help the process grow. W can't fragnment it.
That's what we have, a fragnented county, not what we
want .

It's probably an inpossible process before
you to make us a hundred percent whole. |If we can cone
close to that, it's certainly a step in the right
direction for this county to play a nore effective role
in the State of Arizona

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you.

Paul Prechel

MR, PRECHEL: (Good evening. M/ nane is
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Paul PRECHEL. I'mVice Mayor, City of Coolidge.

Thank you for the opportunity to address
the Conmission. And | would like to echo the comments
of the previous speakers, previously ex-Myor and now
Council man Mtchell and Roger Hooper covered pretty well
the points that I would like to bring up tonight.

Wt hout being too redundant, | would Iike
to nention a couple itens. The Pinal County Alliance
and the Pinal County Augnentation Authority bring
toget her representatives of the various comunities
within the conmmunity and work together for the comon
good of the county and conmunity. Basically I'd like to
see the county kept whole as nuch as possible,
particularly a comunity |ike Coolidge, keep it as one
unit rather than divide it within districts, and that
kind of thing. Basically that's what | would like to
cover. And | envy you and your problens in trying to do
all of this and whatever.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you.

Ben Cruz.

MAYOR CRUZ: Ben Cruz, representing the
Cty of El oy.

First of all, we all knowthe Gty of

El oy, a very great percentage of the City is H spanic.
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Qoviously | do have concern with having a voice for
t hose Hi spanic fol ks for having proper representation
for H spanic representation. Mre inmportantly, I'm
hi ghly concerned with having the entire Pinal County as
one unit. W' ve seen what sone redistricting has done.
We certainly have. | share the view of M. Mtchell and
all the folks before me. That's not the way we want to
have Pi nal County represented.

We in Pinal County have basically the sanme
concerns, same issues. | don't believe that we're
properly represented when we have representatives that
are in districts far away or in areas far away fromthe
Cty of Eloy, far away fromthe Cty of Casa G ande.

This is the first time | have seen this
particular map. |I'mmnostly in support of it. 1'll have
to talk to M. Buchanan, or Bob and Bob -- have to talk
about this area, why we're leaving it out.

If at all possible, nmy choice is to | eave
the entire Pinal County as one unit.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you.

Ron Ki ngsbury.

MR, KI NGSBURY: Thank you. M nane is Ron
Ki ngsbury. ['ma Pinal County Denocrat German

| believe we're going in the right
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direction with what we're doing on the redistricting. |
have sone varied concerns on sone redistricting that has
been proposed tonight. One of the concerns we have, |
wi sh we had gotten the literature earlier on asking
guestions instead of being handed this opportunity at
the door for this Commission. You're trying to go too
fast, not giving us really a chance to absorb what you
are tal king about. But it's a hard job you have and
agree with it.

| agree with a lot of the speakers that
have spoken tonight. Pinal County is a real strange
county the way it's been split apart. | think it should
be one county. There are 179,000 residents in Pina
County. It's the third biggest county in the state.
They're still splitting us apart. | heard a

presentation toni ght about Casa Grande. \What scares ne

is they are playing the gane again. M/ area, | live in
Queen Valley. I'mnot in the redistricting. 1'mstil
wi th Snowfl ake and up in that area. | ampart of Pinal
County. \ere | live, | have to pay Maricopa

Metropolitan fees, but I'mnot part of Metropolitan
Phoeni x East. Apache Junction was handed down by the
state to have to have em ssion fees, but they' ve stil
not put a station there. Wuere is the representation?

Here we're tal ki ng about West Pina
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County, the Casa Grande area. Look at the map we have
here. It's a very good map. The only thing is to ne,
it's gerrymandered a little bit where they | eave our
part out. Made sure they got 31,000 people in Apache
Junction, forgot Muntain Brook, Gold Canyon, Suprene
Val l ey, Gold Canyon. They're splitting our canyon
again. It helps you with your group here. How about
us?

Have District Four again, goes from
Snowf | ake to the border. | know it won't go into
Mari copa County.

This is what we have to be worried about,
representation for our Congressman. Look at the area it
woul d have to cover.

W have enough popul ation to have a
district of our own. It seens Maricopa County could be
split different ways to nmake sure different things were
done.

Look at the map the young | ady had, funny
boundari es, up, down, curve, just a little scary. That
to ne is soneone playi ng ganes.

I think for the population and for Pina
County, | see, which is ny -- | noved here 16 years ago.
I"mvery proud of Pinal County. And I'm an ol der

gentleman. But | got involved. | think Pinal County
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can grow. The only way we can grow is if we have
representation in the state and in federal governnent.
W& have to work together to have a control with our
popul ation, 179,000. And they are still trying to play
us and split us. | think it's wong and hope you can
hel p us.

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Ji m Har t degen.
MR, HARTDEGEN: Ji m Hart degen,
HARTDEDEN

My comments will be very short, nostly

redundant .
You guys have seen have seen ne around.
You'll see me a lot nore before the exercise is over.
| support the map and the position of
Greater Pinal County, | suppose. 1've had the

m sfortune, so don't throw too many darts, of taking
part in old systemat |east tw ce, the way

reapporti onment was done in the past. It was a very
aggravating way of doing things. 10 years ago, 11 years
ago, Greater Casa G ande presented a map to the

Legi slature. They spent a lot of tine on the map, tried
to follow as close as possi bl e the guidelines, federal
gover nment mandat es of what they were supposed to do.
After they had spent hours working on the map. They

went to the Legislature, presented it to the
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Legislature. It was not taken seriously at all and it
was very, very
di sappoi nti ng.

District Four, again, | think the greater
Casa Grande area could be used as a poster boy for what
could go wong. District Four swept down the western
county, it was conpletely political, had nothing to do
with racial representation or anything else. Al of a
sudden central Casa Grande was put into a district that
went from Pinal Avenue to the New Mexico line. And it
went fromthis road right out here as a boundary to
Wnslow. So it's very hard for the |ocal people.

I"'ma political animal. | can work
through that. Local people, to try to find out who
| egislators are and seek help, sonetinmes it's very, very
hard to do in that kind of situation

| do appreciate your time and effort. |
know it's a rough job

Instead of 90 legislators trying to figure
out where they live, you have to listen to over five
mllion people and try to cone up with sone kind of
programthat will work for the next 10 years.

| appreciate the efforts here. W | ook
forward to your return in the next couple of weeks.

Thank you.
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COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you.

Jimm e Kerr.

MR, KERR Good evening. Jinme, with
E, and KERR

" m Chai rman of the Pinal County Board of
Supervisors, and |I'mhere to thank you for having one of
your hearings in Pinal County. And | know we'll have an
addi ti onal one-week opportunity in Apache Junction

| don't want to cover all the bases that
were pretty well-covered. | think one of the things I'd
like to really enphasize is in the past 10 years this
county has really been discrimnated basically agai nst
by having six congressional -- excuse nme, Legislative
Districts and three Congressional Districts covering our
people. And I know | was part of a delegation that went
and spoke 10 years ago. As Jim Hartdegen nentioned, it
basically fell on deaf ears.

We feel there's an opportunity with these
maps you were presented with this eveni ng which are nuch
fairer with Pinal County at the state |evel al nost
meeting with the denographics just bel ow 180, 000. You
are tal king roughly 160,000 to 170,000. We fall within
t hose denographics. W feel we'd like to see the county
whol e.

At the congressional level, we'd like to
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have, be tied to sonebody that has some common
interests. | notice you did tie in Yuma, which has an
agricultural base as Pinal does as well. It ties in
downt own Tucson, which |I'mnot sure has the sane
political interests.

If you can, |eave Pinal County whole.

Thank you for your tine and the
consi derati on of the people here tonight.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you.

Thank you.

This is the last slip that | have. If
there is anyone el se that has not spoken and wants to,
pl ease get your slip in at this tine.

"Il call on the |ast speaker, Kim
Benedi ct .

MRS. BENEDI CT: Good eveni ng.

My nane is KimWatherly Benedict,
WEATHERLY BENEDI CT.

I moved here with ny family in grade
school. M dad was active as a businessman, civic
| eader, and two-term county supervisor. | grewup in
and have lived in a large fam |y business, the ag
busi ness. M/ husband spoke earlier. W've lived in

times of good representation and little representation
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I"ma child devel opnent and famly
specialist and certified teacher. Currently ny
responsibility is hone educating our two daughters. In
addi ti on, our ol dest daughter was born with a
devel opnental disability. This led me to being
appointed to the Governor's Inter-Agency Council for
Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs, a Statew de
board for special needs parents, so parents have a
statewi de network. Currently an Arizona Departnent of
Education | evel -three advocate represents fanilies of
speci al needs children by having them becone invol ved
with the Board. Advocating for ny daughter, Bethany,
and other children, results in adequate representation
resulting in adequate services for our rural area and
ot her areas throughout the state.

VWhat brave people you are. | think if |
had your charge, on some nornings |I'd want to roll over
and go back to bed. However, other nmornings I'd hit the
floor running. It's quite an adventure ahead of you.

VWhen | thought about whether or not our
famly would attend this nmeeting or a prior conmmtnent,
I thought of the many reasons to be here, the many
reasons we should be here. One of the obvious reasons
is to express concern is our area i s being drawn and

quartered leaving little if any representation. The
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second may not be so obvi ous.

| recognize what is taking place here with
this process is the core of our Republic. Because we
have -- because we honme educate two teen-age daughters,
I want themto experience this living classroom M
only regret is everyone holding strong views in this
process is not able to be here.

| did alittle experinent this norning.
wote the followi ng short note, and each person
crossed this afternoon | wanted to sign it, | asked to
signit.

"Dear Chairman Lynn and Menbers of the
Arizona Redistricting Conm ssion

"Wl come to our wonderful conmunity. W
want to thank you for holding a public comunity hearing
here in Casa G ande.

"W believe you are charged with the
responsibility, as you know, of redraw ng the
| egi sl ati ve and congressional districts. Based on the
1990 Census, we have been a community divided not by
choi ce but by representation or lack thereof. W're
nost hopeful this process will result in all of Pina
County being placed into a state legislative district;
however, at the very mnimumwe inplore you to insure

that Greater Casa G ande receive greater representation
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"By one of the children, our current

slogan is 'l love Casa Grande.” W hope we when this is
finally conpleted it will still be 'l |ove Casa G ande,’
not merely 'l love ny part of Casa G ande.'

"Thanks for your service."

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you.

W have one late entry here.

| call on Eric Sonerville to conme forward.

MR, SOMERVI LLE:  Thank you, nenbers of the
Conmi ssion, staff of the Conm ssion, |adies and
gentlemen. ERI C SOMERVI LLE

|'"ve deliberately chosen to be last. 1've
had the opportunity, | have sat back over the
approxi mately hour and a half and listened to nmany
groups speak about the conmunity within the Casa G ande
val l ey and couldn't agree with them nore

To the denographers and to the Commi ssion
| tell you, | love the grid. The grid is a good thing.
VWen |'ve seen -- | come from Pennsyl vania. 1've seen
power politics and machine politics played with a | ot of
fi nesse, seen gerrynmandering, gerrymandering done in
ways you woul dn't believe. How 1990 was done, that's
pi ece de resistance. You can't see anything better than
t hat .

Anyway, |'ve listened to a | ot of groups
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tal k about community, the sense of conmunity in this
area, the need to keep the business conmunity,
agricultural conmmunity together, the water districting,
and so on.

I"mnot sure if the Commi ssion really
appreci ates what we're getting down to at the basic
| evel when tal king about voting, individua
di senfranchi sing, individuals participating in
government and partici pating.

Let me give you an individual story.
M. Klein, or Dr. Kl ein, pardon me, spoke about
representatives and a Senator fromDistrict 15. Let ne
illumnate a little nore. Six nonths ago we were
notified in the area where | live, which is, by the way,
Mari copa. For the benefit of the conmttee, that's up
here. There's a Jeff Foxworthy joke, but | won't get
into the details. Six nonths ago, we were notified
Mari copa and the adjacent Stanfield area, the tel ephone
exchanges were sold off by a certain tel ephone conpany,
| won't nention the third party, were no | onger
profitable to operate the exchanges. This was done
wi thout notification to the people in the comunity. |
was rather concerned knowi ng about the notification
knowi ng the record of the conpany the exchange was sold

to. | contacted ny Representatives and State Senator
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The uniform answer first was: "l'msorry,
you are in Pinal County. You are not in the
Representative or Senator's District."

“"I'min District 15."

"Ch, well you are, but this is not a
concern of the Representative, not his prine
constituency. "

| finally did get a hold of one of the
Representatives. | will not mention his name. He told
me the matters of Maricopa and Stanfield were not his
concern. | was not his electorial base.

| can chart that up to being a callus
politician and disnmss it as that.

Frankly, menbers of the Conmi ssion,
don't l|ike being disenfranchised for living in the wong
area. | choose to live there. It is ny right as a
citizen to make that choice. | don't like being told
just because | chose to live in an area | don't have
political representation or that elected officials -- by
the way, he is in ny party -- don't answer to nme, don't
have responsibility for me and ny nei ghbors because
l[ive in the wong pl ace.

Reuniting the Pinal County, our area,
uniting Pinal County, you heard previous speakers better

than I, the best thing to do. It insures the previous
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people, better than I could, a |lot of people in isolated
areas will not be disenfranchised, will be represented,
mai ntai ned in communities that do have voting influence
in the State Legislature, in Congress, and in the
process, in the political process and bipartisan
politics.

| urge you to keep your drive as you've
articulated it in Proposition 106 and your m ssion to
consi der comunities of interest as your primary goal
Keep that as your primary goal

Thank you very much.

COWM SSI ONER HUNTWORK:  Thank you.

On behalf of Andi and nyself and the
entire Conmission, | want to thank all of you again for
taking the time this evening and conmng to speak to us.

| would like to say that | have heard a
clear, consistent, and very strong nessage com ng from
all of the people who spoke. And | want to assure you
that we have heard that nessage and will give it ful
consi derati on.

The tinetable may be of interest to you.
We are going to, for the next two weeks, continue with
this type of hearing throughout the state. Then we and
our consultants will huddle for three or four weeks,

probably, while we attenpt to take all of this
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information and turn it into our first real map of the
state that includes the communities of interest that
we' ve all been speaki ng about this evening.

We are hopeful we can rel ease that map
toward the mddle or last week of July, at the latest.
We will then schedul e additional public hearings,
probably during the early part of August. And you will
have anot her opportunity to talk to us about the map
that we have drawn that addresses the issues that you' ve
expressed this evening. Followi ng that, we wll
publish a final map, but we'll add -- intend to add a
little bit of an additional final public coment
peri od, maybe a week or 10 days, before we actually
finalize it and then submt it to the Justice Depart nment
for approval .

This is a very aggressive tinmetable and
one that, had we our preference, we would just as soon
provide for nmore time for you to give input and us to
consider it. But with the delay that is built into the
Justice Departnent consideration, we have to proceed on
this basis in order to conplete that process and have
the districts actually in place in tine for the
candi dates to know what district they are going to be
running in and to rai se noney for their canpaigns and so

on and to neet the schedule for the 2002 el ectora
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season.

Agai n, thank you very much for your
participation. W hope to see all of you again in a
couple nore nonths with somet hing nore concrete to talk
about .

Thank you very much.

(Wher eupon, the hearing concl uded at

approxi mately 9:06 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOMN that the foregoi ng hearing was
taken before ne, LISA A NANCE, RPR CCR, Certified
Court Reporter in and for the State of Arizona,
Certificate Nunber 50349; that the proceedi ngs were
taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced to
typewiting under ny direction; that the foregoing 45
pages constitute a true and accurate transcript of al
proceedi ngs had upon the taking of said hearing, al
done to the best of ny ability.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way
related to any of the parties hereto, nor aml in any
way interested in the outcome hereof.

DATED at Phoeni x, Arizona, this 16th day

of June, 2001.

LI SA A. NANCE, RPR
Certified Court Reporter
Certificate Nunmber 50349






